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The recording of Negro folk-songs was prefaced by Mrs. Burlin 
by a year's study of the native music of Africa. Doubleday, Page 
& Co. will bring out in the autumn her book entitled Songs From 
the Dark Continent, containing the results of careful study of na- 
tive folk-lore and music told and sung by two African boys (one a 
Zulu and the other from the Ndan tribe) who had come directly to 
Hampton Institute from the Dark Continent. This book plainly 
proves the relationship of American Negro music to its parent 
gtem in Africa, and reveals the poetic as well as musical gifts latent 
in the black race. 

The Black Man's Part in the War. By Sir H. H. Johnston. 

Simpkin Marshall, London, 1917. 

Taking into consideration that the United Kingdom now rules 
50,000,000 of Africans who are well represented in the battle line 
by the thousands of Negroes fighting to make democracy safe in the 
world of the white man, from which the blacks are excluded, this 
sympathetic writer here endeavors to give these soldiers of color 
credit for their unselfish services. The highest tribute which he 
pays them is that their loyalty is incontestable. The writer, there- 
fore, makes an appeal in behalf of safeguarding their interests and 
reasonably preserving their independence after the war. Having 
in mind the new alignments of trade, he sees the Africans as the 
producers of the tropical products which white men will need. 
Their future loyalty in the competitive commercial world after the 
war is also necessary to the salvation of the English people in the 
tropics and at home. 

The writer believes too that to secure this necessary loyalty the 
natives must be given political recognition. The rights of the 
black man as a citizen of the empire must be affirmed wherever the 
territories have been under British rule long enough to acquire a 
very British tone in language, education and ideals. He hopes also 
that the present tendency of the natives of the late German posses- 
sions to prefer the rule of the British to that of their former mas- 
ters may be further accentuated by the efforts of Englishmen to 
treat these natives with more consideration. The writer advocates 
also a fair division of land where the two races are brought into 
contact with each other as in Rhodesia. 

To strengthen the claims he makes for the recognition of the 
black man the writer has well illustrated his book with plates show- 
ing the advancement of Negroes to arouse interest in their behalf. 
The book is, of necessity, incomplete, as the war has not yet ended ; 
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but, on the whole, students of Negro life and history will find it 
profitable to read this broad enlightened working program for 
changing the white man's attitude toward a large part of the hu- 
man family which not only has done him no great wrong, but has 
borne his burdens when he has been about to fall beneath the load. 

History of the Civil War. By James Ford Rhodes, LL.D., D.Litt. 

McMillan Company, New York. 1861-1865. Pp. 454. 

Mr. Rhodes has covered this ground in detail in his History of 
the United States in seven volumes. But this work is not an abridg- 
ment of the three volumes of that history dealing with the Civil 
War. Since writing his first history he has had access to much new 
material and many valuable treatments of certain periods of the 
Civil War. He has, therefore, considered it necessary to bring out 
this new volume that he may show the bearing of these new facts 
on his grasp of this period of our history. 

Influenced by the dominant thought of the present war, Mr. 
Rhodes treats such conditions as unpreparedness, the privations of 
the war, lack of tea and coffee, the lack of bread and meat, the diffi- 
culty of transportation, conscription, high prices, loans, high taxa- 
tion, and consequent distress. The Negroes are necessarily men- 
tioned in the discussion of slavery in the territories, the attempted 
slavery compromises, Lincoln's handling of the question, the effect 
on them of the movements of the armies, and the efforts at emanci- 
pation leading up to the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment. 
Mention is also made of the conduct of the slaves who accompanied 
the Confederates and of those who followed and fought with the 
Union army. 

Mr. Rhodes is here at his best, that is, when writing on the Civil 
War. But this seems to be mere chance. He writes a good his- 
tory of the Civil War because he happens to be a Unionist, and no 
one has yet proved that the Union cause was wrong. He is after 
all an impressionable historian, accepting almost anything he picks 
up, but embellishing it so well as to win the American public, whose 
scholarship has not yet performed the task of publishing an au- 
thentic history of the Civil War from the viewpoint of treating 
the records scientifically. When Rhodes elsewhere takes up the 
Negro in the Reconstruction he shows his lack of ability as an his- 
torian in accepting almost everything which he has heard or read 
about the Negro and in branding, therefore, as mistakes and fail- 
ures all of the efforts to elevate the Negro to the dignity of citizen- 
ship and to deal with him as a human being. 



